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and that you take Kings and kingdoms as you find them; but enter no farther into matters with them, which can be of no use, and might bring on heat and quarrels. When you speak of the old Pretender, you will call him only the Chevalier de St. George, but mention him as seldom as possible. Should he chance to speak to you at any assembly (as, I am told, he sometimes does to the English), be sure that you seem not to know him; and answer him civilly, but always either in French or in Italian; and give him, in the former, the appellation of Monsiewr, and in the latter of Signore. Should you meet with the Cardinal of York,* you will be under no difficulty, for he has, as Cardinal, an undoubted right to Eminenza. Upon the whole, see any of those people as little as possible; when you do see them, be civil to them, upon the footing of strangers; but never be drawn into any altercations with them about the imaginary right of their King, as they call him.
It is to no sort of purpose to talk to those people of the natural rights of mankind, and the particular constitution of this country. Blinded by prejudices, soured by misfortunes, and tempted by their necessities, they are as incapable of reasoning rightly as they have hitherto been of acting wisely. The late Lord Pembroke never would know anything that he had not a mind to know; and, in this case, I advise you to follow his example. Never know either the father or
* Henry, the second son of the Ohevalier de St. George, was raised to the Purple in July 1747, with the title of Cardinal York. After tLe decease of bis elder brother in 1788, a medal was struck in his name as Henry the Ninth, King of England, with the motto (which he had assumed even as Cardinal), sroisr DBBIDEBIIS HOMINTTM BED VOLUNTATB DEI, He survived till 1807. VOL. I.	21